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Question  is  rather   how long   the   exclusively
anonymous periodicals will resist the innovation.

Personally I have attached less stern import-
ance to signature as an unvarying rule than did
my predecessor; though even he was compelled
by ohvious considerations of convenience to make
his chronique of current affairs anonymous. Our
practice has been signature as the standing rule,
occasionally suspended in favour of anonymity
when there seemed to be sufficient reason. On
the whole it may be said that the change from
anonymous to signed articles has followed the
course of most changes. It has not led to one-
half either of the evils or of the advantages that
its advocates and its opponents foretold. That
it has produced some charlatanry, can hardly be
denied. Eeaders are tempted to postpone serious
and persistent interest in subjects, to a semi-
personal curiosity about the casual and uncon-
nected deliverances of the literary or social star
of the hour. That this conception has been
worked out with signal ability in more cases than
one; that it has made periodical literature full
of actuality; that it has tickled and delighted